Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 ROME 00348 101305Z 
50 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 /063 W 

118751 

R 101220Z IAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8934 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 0348 

EO:l 1652 N/A 
TAGS: PFOR VT, UG 

SUB J : PROBABLE NEW UGANDA AMBASSADOR TO HOLY SEE 

1. VATICAN CONFIRMED TO US THAT GOU HAS REQUESTED AGREMENT FOR 
BERNADETTE P. A. OLOWO TO BE NEW UGANDAN AMBASSADOR TO HOLY SEE, 
A POST VACANT FOR OVER ONE YEAR. ALTHOUGH VATICAN HAS ALWAYS 
MADE IT CLEAR IN PAST THAT IT WOULD NOT ACCEPT FEMALE AMBASSADORS, 
OUR SOURCE SAID HE FORESAW NO DIFFICULTIES IN GRANTING 

MS OLOWO'S AGREMENT. 

2. COMMENT: IF SHE FOLLOWS IN PATH OF HER PREDECESSOR, MS. OLOWO, 
WHO WILL BE RESIDENT IN BONN, WILL PROBABLY COME ONLY RARELY 

TO ROME. NEVERTHRLESS, THE FACT OF ACCEPTING A WOMAN AMBASSADOR 
IS A MAJOR STEP FOR VATICAN AND SHOULD OPEN DOOR FOR OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE SIMILAR REQUESTS WHICH IN FUTURE COULD ONLY 
WITH DIFFICULTY BE DENIED. VOLPE 
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